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Newspaper Clips 
September 19, 2014 

 

IIT-Delhi to bail out Andhra Pradesh weavers 

VISAKHAPATNAM: In what can bring hope and cheer to 20,000-odd poor weaver families of coastal AP, IIT Delhi's 

department of textile technology will collaborate with the community to bring in improved weaving machinery and 

modified loom designs that will protect the health of workers through its innovative ergonomics.  

 

Senior faculty members from the textile department recently visited and interacted with the handloom weavers at Chirala 

in the Prakasam district. They will submit a report to the ministry of textiles on this collaborative project.  

 

At present, poor weavers from the area are struggling with financial and health problems, which they say need to be 

addressed at the earliest. Their monthly income ranges from Rs 3,500 to Rs 7,000 depending on the type of loom 

(jacquard or chain dobby) used.  

 

Elaborating on the health issues, B Govardhana Rao, technical superintendent, Weavers Service Centre, Vijayawada said, 

"Due to the use of pit-looms, cotton fibre easily gets into the respiratory system often causing asthma. These looms need 

to be raised to the floor level. Again the commonly used jacquard looms are too heavy to operate and many of the weavers 

have contracted tuberculosis. Continuously working on looms for 14 to 16 hours a day has led to spine and back aches, 

especially among women. The yarn sizing system needs to be modified as well."  

 

Mohan Rao of Rastriya Chenetha Jana Samakhya said already poor weavers of coastal Andhra have been suffering from 

various health problems such as asthma, tuberculosis, and spine and back aches due to unscientific designs of pit-looms 

and heavy jacquard looms. "On top of it, cooperative societies, especially in the Krishna district, aren't running properly, 

particularly after state bifurcation. There's a dearth of funds to purchase fabric and procure materials. Lack of government 

support for weavers and middlemen have made matters worse. Weavers are forced to depend on private market. Some of 

them are quitting their traditional profession and joining masonry and such other works."  

 

Samrat Mukhopadhyay, associate professor, department of textile, IIT-Delhi, who inspected the weavers' colony in 
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Prakasam district, said, "Based on our observation and interaction with the weavers, we will submit a report to the 

ministry of textiles. The collaborating team consists of textile experts and mechanical engineers."  

 

About improving handloom technology, he pointed out that a majority of problems in this sector relate to heavy and 

repetitive forces, work posture, respiratory problems and environmental conditions in which the weavers work. One major 

intervention which the weavers sought was a change in the design of the weaving machinery and change in ergonomics so 

that they can continue work for long hours.  

 

"One major objective of the project is to work on new designs to investigate how manual forces exerted during lifting and 

picking can be reduced. That will imply modifications in the loom design. The other objective will be to work on better 

ergonomics taking care of the postures," said Prof Mukhopadhyay. 
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IIT Kharagpur students to learn from Swami 
Vivekananda ideals  
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/iit-kharagpur-students-to-learn-from-swami-
vivekananda-ideals/articleshow/42888709.cms 

KOLKATA: To promote the ideals of nineteenth century philosopher-saint Swami Vivekananda among young technocrats, 
IIT Kharagpur will soon start a Vivekananda Center for Human Excellence at its campus.  
 
To be built on a 2 acre plot, it will promote holistic education with focus on the three-staged material, social and normic 
aspects of life as envisioned by Vivekananda.  
 
IIT officials said the centre aims to fulfill Vivekananda's vision of having a right mix of modern education drawn from the 
best western ideals with the goal of total development of human personality as envisioned by the eastern sages.  

 
IIT Kharagpur director Partha Pratim Chakrabarti said Vivekananda is a youth ideal and hence the centre is being named 
after him to honour his spirit and inculcate it among the youth.  

He said that in addition to regular academic curricula there is a need for leadership and human excellence.  

As a human excellence and leadership centre there will be regular lectures and discourses on thought leadership.  
 

By focusing on art, architecture, philosophy and cultural heritage it would also provide for holistic development of 
students, they said.  

The centre would be built with funds of Rs 15 crore from the union ministry of human resource development, officials 
said.  
 
IIT alumnus Vijay Kumar has contributed Rs 1 crore for the project, the construction of which is expected to start from 
next year.  
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